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Claims: 

1 . A method for\ontrolling the reading from and writing to a multi-memory 
card comprising: 

positioning a first me\nory of the multi-memory card within a first read/write 
5 component to facilitate readin&from the first read/write component; 
^\ reading information fronrtoe first memory; 

$ providing selectable functions in the form of a menu to a user; 

receiving a first selected func^pj^the first selected function having an 
associated second read/write comp/ 
1 0 transporting the multi-memory cal^ to the second read/write component 

according to the first selected function; 

positioning a second memory of the iftulti-memory card within the second 
read/write component to facilitate reading fror\and writing to a second read/write 
component; and 
1 5 performing the first selected function. 

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first selected function 
comprises reading from the second memory. 

20 3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first selected function 

comprises writing to the second memory. 

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
displaying the results of thVSpst selected function to the user; 
25 providing selectable functions to the user; 
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receiving a second selected function, the second selected function having an 
associated third read/write component; 

transporting the multi-memfory card to the third read/write component 
according to the second selected functior 

positioning a third memory o£tfife"S^ti-memory card within the third 
read/write component to facilitate readmg^from or writing thereto according to the 
second selected function; and 

reading from or writing to the third m^jiory according to the second selected 
function. 

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first read/write component is 
selected from the group consisting of a magnetic read/write component, an electronic 
read/write component, and an optical read/write component. 



15 6. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the second read/write component 

is selected from the group consisting of a magnetic read/write component, an 
electronic read/write component, and an optical read/write component. 
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7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first memory is selected from 
20 the group consisting of a magnetic memory, an electronic memory, and an optical 
memory. 
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8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the second memory is selected 
from the group consisting of a magnetic memory, an electronic memory, and an 
optical memory. 
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9. The method according to claim 4 5 wherein the third read/write component 
is selected from the group consisting of a magnetic read/write component, an 
electronic read/write component, and an optical read/write component. 



5 10. The method according to clsum 4, wherein the third memory is selected 

from the group consisting of a magnetic njemory, an electronic memory, and an 
optical memory. 

1 1 . The method according to claim 1 5 wherein the first selected function is 
10 selected from the group consisting of: 

resetting at least one of the first and second memories; 
reviewing account balances in at least one of the first and second memories; 
reconciling accounts based on information in at least one of the first and 
second memories; 

15 updating account information in at least one the first and second memories; 

transferring money to or between at least one of the first and second memories; 

and 

dispensing the multi-memory card. 



20 12. The method according to J^laim 4 5 wherein the second selected function is 

selected from the group consisting of: 

resetting at least one of the first anH second memories; 
\y reviewing account balances in at least\pne of the first and second memories; 

f' reconciling accounts based on informatPo^yi at least one of the first and 

25 second memories; 

updating account information in at least one fche first and second memories; 
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transferring money\o or between at least one of the first and second memories; 

and 

dispensing the multi-memory card. 

13. A system for controlling thf reading from and writing to a multi-memory 
card comprising: 

a read/write device; 

a transport device connected to th^ read/write device for transporting the 
multi-memory card within the read/write device; and 
10 a control device operatively coupled tathe transport device and the read/write 

device for controlling the transport device and read/write device. 

14. A system according t x o claim 13, wherein the read/write device comprises 
at least 2 from read/write components selected from the group consisting of, a 

15 magnetic read/write component, an opUcal read/write component, and an electronic 
read/write component for reading frorrflor writing to a magnetic memory, an optical 
memory and an electronic memory of the multi-memory card. 



15. A system according to alaim 14, wherein the transport device comprises at 
20 least two transport mechanisms selected from the group consisting of a magnetic 
)( transport mechanism, an optical transpV^Kriechanism, and an electronic transport 
^ mechanism for transporting the multi-memory card through the magnetic read/write 
component, optical read/write component and the electronic read/write component. 
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16. A system according to claim 15, wherein the control device comprises at 
least two transport controllers selected from the group consisting of a magnetic 
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transport controller, an optical transport controller, and an electronic transport 
controller for controlling the magnetic transport mechanism, the optical transport 
mechanism, and the electronic transport mechanism. 



5 17. A system according to claim 16, wherein the control device further 

comprises a central processing unit for supplying commands to the magnetic transport 
controller, the magnetic read/write component, the optical transport controller, the 
optical read/write component, the electronic transport controller, and the electronic 
read/write component. 

10 

18. A system according to claim 16, further comprising a motor, wherein the 
electronic transport controller controls the motor for driving the electronic transport 
mechanism. 



15 19. A system according to claim 16, further comprising a solenoid, wherein 

the electronic transport controller controls the solenoid for driving an electronic 
contact head located within the electronic read/write component. 

20. A system according to claim 16, further comprising at least one optical 
20 position sensor, wherein the electronic transport controller controls the at least one 
optical position sensor for sensing the position of the multi-memory card within the 
electronic read/write component. 
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21. A system according to claim 16, further comprising a motor, wherein the 
optical transport controller controls the motor for driving the optical transport 
mechanism. 
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22. A system according to claim 17, further comprising a motor, wherein the 
magnetic transport controller controls a motor for driving the magnetic transport 
mechanism. 

23. A system for controlling the reading from and writing to a multi-memory 
card comprising: 

means for positioning a fi£st memory of the multi-memory card within a first 
read/write component to facilitate reading from the first read/write component; 

means for reading information irom the first memory; 

means for providing selectable functions in the form of a menu to a user; 

means for receiving a first selectea^y^ion, the first selected function having 
an associated second read/write comp<j 

means for transporting the multi-memory card to the second read/write 
component according to the first selected function; 

means for positioning a second memory of the multi-memory card within the 
second read/write component to facilitate reading fixtai and writing to a second 
read/write component; and \ 

means for performing the first selected function. 
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